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prayer before the study

prayer after the study

Illumine our hearts, loving Master, with the pure light 
of Your divine knowledge, and open the eyes of our 
mind that we may comprehend the message of Your 
Gospel. Instill in us also reverence for Your blessed 
Commandments, so that having conquered sinful de-
sires we may pursue a spiritual life, thinking and doing 
all those things that are pleasing to you. For You Christ 
our God are the light of our souls and bodies and to 
You we send up glory, together with Your Father who 
is without beginning and Your All-Holy, Good, and Life- 
giving Spirit, now and forever and to the ages of ages.

Amen

Christ our God, You are the fulfillment of the Law and 
the Prophets. You have completed the divine plan of 
the Father. Fill our hearts with joy and gladness now 
and forever and to the ages of ages.

Amen.



members of our group

name        email     phone



The Jews usually date their history from ______________________, who lived about  2000 BC.  He 
was followed by ______________ and _______________ (________________.)

Because of a famine, Joseph brought his great family to Egypt and they settled there. After 400 
years in Egypt, they were led out by __________________ (ca. 1500 BC). 

After 40 years in the wilderness, they were led into Canaan by _____________________.

Next, the Israelites were ruled by a series of thirteen ______________________, such as 
___________________, ____________________. and _________________________.

The Israelites then insisted on having a king, but only three kings (______________ , 
________________, and __________________) managed to rule over the people before the nation 
split into two kingdoms:  ________________ (north), and ____________ (south).

Because of the failure of the kings to lead the nations in a Godly manner, God raised 
up _______________________, such as _____________________, ____________________. 
_________________________, or ________________________.

Israel (ten northern tribes) was conquered by __________ in 721 BC, removed from Canaan, and 
dispersed.  Often called the “Ten Lost Tribes,” no records of them remain.

Judah continued as a nation (because of more Godly leaders) until conquered by Nebuchadnezzar 
in 606, 597, 586 BC.  Captives were taken to ____________ and resettled.

In 539 BC—-as predicted by ____________ , Cyrus the great allowed exiles to return to rebuild 
Jerusalem (as recorded in Ezra/Nehemiah.) These Jews formed the basis for the nation of Israel 
we meet over 400 years later in the New Testament.

background: the gospel according to st. matthew

Lesson 1 September 17, 2019



1 The book of the genealogy[a] of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham:

2 Abraham begot Isaac, Isaac begot Jacob, and Jacob begot Judah and his brothers. 3 Judah begot Perez and Zerah 
by Tamar, Perez begot Hezron, and Hezron begot Ram. 4 Ram begot Amminadab, Amminadab begot Nahshon, and 
Nahshon begot Salmon. 5 Salmon begot Boaz by Rahab, Boaz begot Obed by Ruth, Obed begot Jesse, 6 and Jesse 
begot David the king. David the king begot Solomon by her [b]who had been the wife of Uriah. 7 Solomon begot 
Rehoboam, Rehoboam begot Abijah, and Abijah begot [c]Asa. 8 Asa begot Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat begot Joram, 
and Joram begot Uzziah. 9 Uzziah begot Jotham, Jotham begot Ahaz, and Ahaz begot Hezekiah. 10 Hezekiah begot 
Manasseh, Manasseh begot [d]Amon, and Amon begot Josiah. 11 Josiah begot [e]Jeconiah and his brothers about the 
time they were carried away to Babylon.

12 And after they were brought to Babylon, Jeconiah begot Shealtiel, and Shealtiel begot Zerubbabel. 13 Zerubbabel 
begot Abiud, Abiud begot Eliakim, and Eliakim begot Azor. 14 Azor begot Zadok, Zadok begot Achim, and Achim 
begot Eliud. 15 Eliud begot Eleazar, Eleazar begot Matthan, and Matthan begot Jacob. 16 And Jacob begot Joseph 
the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus who is called Christ.

17 So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations, from David until the captivity in Babylon 
are fourteen generations, and from the captivity in Babylon until the Christ are fourteen generations.

18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, before they came 
together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit. 19 Then Joseph her husband, being [f] a just man, and not 
wanting to make her a public example, was minded to put her away secretly. 20 But while he thought about these 
things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to 
take to you Mary your wife, for that which is [g] conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. 21 And she will bring forth a 
Son, and you shall call His name [h]Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.”

22 So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying: 23 
“Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,” which is translated, 
“God with us.”

24 Then Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord commanded him and took to him his wife, 
25 and [i] did not know her till she had brought forth her [j] firstborn Son. And he called His name Jesus.

saint matthew 1

a Matthew 1:1 Lit. generation
b Matthew 1:6 Words in italic type have been added

for clarity. They are not found in the original Greek.
c Matthew 1:7 NU Asaph
d Matthew 1:10 NU Amos
e Matthew 1:11 Or Coniah or Jehoiachin
f Matthew 1:19 an upright

g Matthew 1:20 Lit. begotten
h Matthew 1:21 Lit. Savior
i Matthew 1:25 Kept her a virgin
j Matthew 1:25 NU a Son



waiting for the promise

Saint Matthew 1 September 24, 2019

1. Can you remember a time when you were strongly anticipating something?  What were you waiting for? Did its
coming (if it came) fulfill your expectations?

2. What do you know about your own family history?  How far back can you trace your ancestry?

3. Review vs. 1-17. Jesus later will say “my kingdom is not of this world.” Why, then, do you think Matthew includes
this detailed lineage?  

4. Usually Jewish genealogical lists only contain names of men. Can you identify Rahab and Ruth (vs. 5)? Besides
being women, why is it strange to find them here?

5. Think, now: Who is being referred to in vs. 6? Why isn’t she named, and what does this description of her tell us
about God’s view of marriage?

6. In vs. 18-25: How did God speak to Joseph? Do you think that God still speaks to His people in the same way
today?

7. From vs. 18-25: What do we learn about the character of Joseph?



saint matthew 2

1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, [a] wise men from the 
East came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in 
the East and have come to worship Him.” 3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem 
with him. 4 And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he inquired of them 
where the Christ was to be born. 5 So they said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is written by the prophet:

6 ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
Are not the least among the rulers of Judah;
For out of you shall come a Ruler
Who will shepherd My people Israel.’ ”

7 Then Herod, when he had secretly called the [b] wise men, determined from them what time the star appeared. 8 
And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the young Child, and when you have found 
Him, bring back word to me, that I may come and worship Him also.” 9 When they heard the king, they departed; 
and behold, the star which they had seen in the East went before them, till it came and stood over where the young 
Child was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy. 11 And when they had come into 
the house, they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down and worshiped Him. And when they had 
opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

12 Then, being divinely warned in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed for their own 
country another way. 13 Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, 
saying, “Arise, take the young Child and His mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I bring you word; for Herod 
will seek the young Child to destroy Him.” 14 When he arose, he took the young Child and His mother by night and 
departed for Egypt, 15 and was there until the death of Herod, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the 
Lord through the prophet, saying, “Out of Egypt I called My Son.”

16 Then Herod, when he saw that he was deceived by the wise men, was exceedingly angry; and he sent forth and 
put to death all the male children who were in Bethlehem and in all its districts, from two years old and under, 
according to the time which he had determined from the wise men. 17 Then was fulfilled what was spoken by 
Jeremiah the prophet, saying:

18 “A voice was heard in Ramah,
Lamentation, weeping, and great mourning,
Rachel weeping for her children,
Refusing to be comforted,
Because they are no more.”

19 Now when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 20 saying, 
“Arise, take the young Child and His mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the young Child’s 
life are dead.” 21 Then he arose, took the young Child and His mother, and came into the land of Israel. 22 But when 
he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea instead of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And being 
warned by God in a dream, he turned aside into the region of Galilee. 23 And he came and dwelt in a city called 
Nazareth, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets, “He shall be called a Nazarene.”

a Matthew 2:1 Gr. magoi
b Matthew 2:7 Gr. magoi



finding jesus

Saint Matthew 2 October 1, 2019

1. What is your strongest Christmas memory—good or bad—from your childhood?

2. Vs. 1-3: Why would Herod “and all Jerusalem with him” be so worried at the news of Jesus’ birth?

3. Vs. 4-6:  How did the Jewish priests and scribes know where the Christ was to be born? Why do you think they
didn’t go to worship him?

4. Why might God have chosen Gentiles (wise men) to be the first worshippers of Jesus?

5. Vs. 7-12: What gifts did the wise men bring, and why do you think these were chosen, rather than gifts fit for a
baby? Speculate a bit: What might each gift represent?

6. What horrendous act does Herod commit (vs. 16-18)? Think now: What similar act in Moses’ time prefigured this
attempt to kill the baby Jesus?

7. In neither this nor St. Luke’s account of Jesus’ birth does Joseph ever say a word. However, what can we further
learn about his character from vs. 13-23?



saint matthew 3

1 In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 2 and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand!” 3 For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah, saying:

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord;
Make His paths straight.’ ”

4 Now John himself was clothed in camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist; and his food was locusts and 
wild honey. 5 Then Jerusalem, all Judea, and all the region around the Jordan went out to him 6 and were baptized 
by him in the Jordan, confessing their sins.

7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, “Brood of vipers! 
Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance, 9 and do not 
think to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I say to you that God is able to raise up children 
to Abraham from these stones. 10 And even now the ax is laid to the root of the trees. Therefore every tree which 
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 11 I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, 
but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit [a] and fire. 12 His winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clean out His threshing floor, 
and gather His wheat into the barn; but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”

13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized by him. 14 And John tried to prevent Him, 
saying, “I need to be baptized by You, and are You coming to me?” 15 But Jesus answered and said to him, “Permit it 
to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he allowed Him.

16 When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened 
to Him, and [b] He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him. 17 And suddenly a voice 
came from heaven, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”

a Matthew 3:11 M omits and fire
b Matthew 3:16 Or he



preparing for the king

Saint Matthew 3 October 8, 2019

1. Can you remember when a head of state visited your city or country? Have you ever met any “royal” person?
Who is the most famous person you have ever met?

2. Vs. 1-6: Give your own brief description of the type of person John the Baptist was. 

3. Vs. 7-10: Why do you suppose John spoke so harshly to the Pharisees and Sadducees who came to see him?
What might he mean by “bear fruits worthy of repentance”?

4. Compare or contrast the baptism ministries of Jesus and John (vs. 11-12).

5. Vs. 13-15: Why do you think John tried to avoid baptizing Jesus, and why did Jesus insist that he do so?

6. What was the significance of the descending dove and the voice from heaven (vs. 16-17)?

7. John declared the need for repentance before the first coming of Christ. In what ways might we prepare for his
second coming?



saint matthew 4

1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 And when He had fasted 
forty days and forty nights, afterward He was hungry. 3 Now when the tempter came to Him, he said, “If You are the 
Son of God, command that these stones become bread.” 4 But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not 
live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.’ ” 5 Then the devil took Him up into 
the holy city, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, 6 and said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself 
down. For it is written:

‘He shall give His angels charge over you,’
and, ‘In their hands they shall bear you up,
Lest you dash your foot against a stone.’ ”

7 Jesus said to him, “It is written again, ‘You shall not [a] tempt the Lord your God.’ ” 8 Again, the devil took Him up 
on an exceedingly high mountain, and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9 And he said to 
Him, “All these things I will give You if You will fall down and worship me.” 10 Then Jesus said to him, [b] “Away with 
you, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only you shall serve.’ ” 11 Then the devil 
left Him, and behold, angels came and ministered to Him.

12 Now when Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, He departed to Galilee. 13 And leaving Nazareth, He 
came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the regions of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14 that it might be 
fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, saying:

15 “The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali,
By the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan,
Galilee of the Gentiles:
16 The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light,
And upon those who sat in the region and shadow of death
Light has dawned.”

17 From that time Jesus began to preach and to say, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven [c] is at hand.”

18 And Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw two brothers, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a 
net into the sea; for they were fishermen. 19 Then He said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 
20 They immediately left their nets and followed Him. 21 Going on from there, He saw two other brothers, James 
the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets. He called 
them, 22 and immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed Him. 23 And Jesus went about all Galilee, 
teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all kinds of sickness and all kinds of 
disease among the people. 24 Then [d] His fame went throughout all Syria; and they brought to Him all sick people 
who were afflicted with various diseases and torments, and those who were demon-possessed, epileptics, and 
paralytics; and He healed them. 25 Great multitudes followed Him—from Galilee, and from [e] Decapolis, Jerusalem, 
Judea, and beyond the Jordan.

a Matthew 4: 7 test
b Matthew 4: 10 M Get behind Me
c Matthew 4: 17 has drawn near
d Matthew 4: 24 Lit. the report of Him
e Matthew 4: 25 Lit. Ten Cities



the basics of the kingdom of god

Saint Matthew 4 October 15, 2019

1. From vs. 1-2: How did Jesus prepare for his coming temptation?

2. Vs. 3-11: What three things did the devil try to get Jesus to do?

3. What resource did Jesus use to oppose the devil in each of these temptations? Should we use the same resource
to face our temptations? Do you?

4. How does Jesus’ ministry build on that of John? (vs. 12-17)

5. In vs. 18-22: What does Jesus ask those called to do, and how do they respond? 

6. How should we respond to the call of the Master?  How has being a Christian—answering His call— impacted
your life?

7. Vs. 23-25: What are the three main facets of Jesus’ ministry?  How is each one necessary for salvation and
growth?



saint Matthew 5:1-12

1 And seeing the multitudes, He went up on a mountain, and when He was seated His disciples came to Him.  
2 Then He opened His mouth and taught them, saying:

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4 Blessed are those who mourn, 
For they shall be comforted. 
5 Blessed are the meek, 
For they shall inherit the [a] earth. 
6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
For they shall be filled. 
7 Blessed are the merciful, 
For they shall obtain mercy. 
8 Blessed are the pure in heart, 
For they shall see God. 
9 Blessed are the peacemakers, 
For they shall be called sons of God. 
10 Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, 
For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

11 Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. 
12 Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who 
were before you.

a Matthew 5: 5 Or land

Sermon on the Mount



how to be blessed of god

Saint Matthew 5:1-12 October 22, 2019

1. This is the most complete sermon of our Lord ever recorded.  List the very deliberate steps taken to present it
most effectively to his hearers (vs. 1-2).

2. Vs 3-12: Note carefully the list of conditions for being “blessed”. Would you have come up with any of these
on your own? 

3. In scripture we are told to “mourn” not only for our own sins, but for the sins of others. What do you see in the
world today that causes you to “mourn” (vs. 4)?

4. Can you think of an example that illustrates the meek inheriting the earth (vs. 5)?

5. The Bible speaks of moral, spiritual, and social “righteousness”. What would it mean for us to “hunger and thirst
for righteousness” (vs. 6)?

6. Vs. 10-12: Should we pray for persecution to be removed from us, or should we have a different response and
reaction?  

7. Which of the “Beatitudes” (vs. 3-11) is most meaningful to you, and why?



saint Matthew 5:13-48

13 “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing 
but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men. 14 “You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill 
cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all 
who are in the house. 16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your 
Father in heaven. 17 “Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to 
fulfill. 18 For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from 
the law till all is fulfilled. 19 Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches men 
so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does and teaches them, he shall be called great in 
the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes 
and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.

21 “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder, and whoever murders will be in danger of 
the judgment.’ 22 But I say to you that whoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the 
judgment. And whoever says to his brother, ‘Raca!’ shall be in danger of the council. But whoever says, ‘You fool!’ 
shall be in danger of hell fire. 23 Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that your brother 
has something against you, 24 leave your gift there before the altar, and go your way. First be reconciled to your 
brother, and then come and offer your gift. 25 Agree with your adversary quickly, while you are on the way with 
him, lest your adversary deliver you to the judge, the judge hand you over to the officer, and you be thrown into 
prison. 26 Assuredly, I say to you, you will by no means get out of there till you have paid the last penny.

27 “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28 But I say to you that whoever 
looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29 If your right eye causes 
you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you; for it is more profitable for you that one of your members perish, than 
for your whole body to be cast into hell. 30 And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you; 
for it is more profitable for you that one of your members perish, than for your whole body to be cast into hell. 
31 “Furthermore it has been said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’ 32 But I say 
to you that whoever divorces his wife for any reason except sexual immorality causes her to commit adultery; and 
whoever marries a woman who is divorced commits adultery.

33 “Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not swear falsely, but shall perform your oaths 
to the Lord.’ 34 But I say to you, do not swear at all: neither by heaven, for it is God’s throne; 35 nor by the earth, for 
it is His footstool; nor by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 36 Nor shall you swear by your head, because 
you cannot make one hair white or black. 37 But let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes,’ and your ‘No,’ ‘No.’ For whatever is more than 
these is from the evil one. 38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ 39 But 
I tell you not to resist an evil person. But whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other to him also. 40 If 
anyone wants to sue you and take away your tunic, let him have your cloak also. 41 And whoever compels you to go 
one mile, go with him two. 42 Give to him who asks you, and from him who wants to borrow from you do not turn 
away.

43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, love 
your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use 
you and persecute you, 45 that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and 
on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. 46 For if you love those who love you, what reward have 
you? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 47 And if you greet your brethren only, what do you do more 
than others? Do not even the tax collectors do so? 48 Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven 
is perfect.

Sermon on the Mount



new laws of god’s kingdom

Saint Matthew 5:13-48 October 29, 2019

1. Take Jesus example of either the image of salt or light from vs. 13-16, and show how it might correctly be applied
to a Christian’s life today?

2. Note vs. 17-26: How is the basis of Jesus’ teaching on morality strikingly different from that of the Old Testment?

3. In vs. 27-32: How literally should we take Jesus’ teaching to “pluck out” one’s eye or “cut off” one’s offending
hand? How would you interpret these statements?

4. Vs. 33-37: Should Christians take legal oaths?  How should we put these teachings of Jesus into practice?

5. Have you ever seen the new laws of God (vs. 38-42) put into practice in the lives of those you know? Can you give
an example?

6. Vs. 43-48: Is it possible to truly “love your enemy”? What is absolutely necessary in order to make that a reality?

7. Which of the teachings of Jesus in this chapter do you find the most challenging?



saint Matthew 6

1 “Take heed that you do not do your charitable deeds before men, to be seen by them. Otherwise you have no 
reward from your Father in heaven. 2 Therefore, when you do a charitable deed, do not sound a trumpet before 
you as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory from men. Assuredly, I say 
to you, they have their reward. 3 But when you do a charitable deed, do not let your left hand know what your 
right hand is doing, 4 that your charitable deed may be in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will Himself 
reward you openly. 5 “And when you pray, you shall not be like the hypocrites. For they love to pray standing in the 
synagogues and on the corners of the streets, that they may be seen by men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their 
reward. 6 But you, when you pray, go into your room, and when you have shut your door, pray to your Father who 
is in the secret place; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you openly. 7 And when you pray, do not use 
vain repetitions as the heathen do. For they think that they will be heard for their many words. 8 “Therefore do not 
be like them. For your Father knows the things you have need of before you ask Him. 9 In this manner, therefore, 
pray:

Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. 10 Your kingdom come. Your will be done On earth as it is in heaven. 
11 Give us this day our daily bread. 12 And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors. 13 And do not lead us 
into temptation, But deliver us from the evil one. For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. 
Amen.

14 “For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15 But if you do not forgive 
men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.

16 “Moreover, when you fast, do not be like the hypocrites, with a sad countenance. For they disfigure their faces 
that they may appear to men to be fasting. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward. 17 But you, when you fast, 
anoint your head and wash your face, 18 so that you do not appear to men to be fasting, but to your Father who is 
in the secret place; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you openly.

19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and 
steal; 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do 
not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 22 “The lamp of the body is the 
eye. If therefore your eye is good, your whole body will be full of light. 23 But if your eye is bad, your whole body will 
be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in you is darkness, how great is that darkness! 24 “No one can serve 
two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the 
other. You cannot serve God and mammon.

25 “Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; nor about your 
body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food and the body more than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the 
air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more 
value than they? 27 Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature?

28 “So why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor 
spin; 29 and yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 30 Now if God so 
clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe 
you, O you of little faith? 31 “Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What 
shall we wear?’ 32 For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all 
these things. 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you. 
34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for the day is 
its own trouble.

Sermon on the Mount



new laws of god’s kingdom (2)

Saint Matthew 6 November 5, 2019

1. Vs 5:16 said, “Let your light so shine before men that they may see your good works,” but 6:1 says “Do not do your
charitable deeds before men, to be seen by them.” Explain this apparent contradiction.

2. In vs 1-18: Jesus talks a lot about hypocrisy. Can you think of situations when hypocrisy might be justified or
positive?

3. Why do non-Christians often view Christians as hypocritical? How does that relate to what you see in our
church?

4. How does your practice of prayer (vs. 5-15) and fasting (vs. 16-18) align with these teachings of Jesus? Is one of
these more of a struggle than the other?

5. How does your view and use of money compare with the teaching in vs. 19-24?

6. What reasons does Jesus give us (vs. 25-34) for not worrying? Do you truly find his reasoning to be helpful?

7. Name at least one teaching of Jesus in this chapter that you found especially meaningful, difficult, or encouraging
to you. Why did you find it so?



saint Matthew 7

1 “Judge[a] not, that you be not judged. 2 For with what [b]judgment you judge, you will be judged; and with the 
measure you use, it will be measured back to you. 3 And why do you look at the speck in your brother’s eye, but do 
not consider the plank in your own eye? 4 Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me remove the speck from your 
eye’; and look, a plank is in your own eye? 5 Hypocrite! First remove the plank from your own eye, and then you 
will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye. 6 “Do not give what is holy to the dogs; nor cast your 
pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn and tear you in pieces.

7 “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who 
asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened. 9 Or what man is there among you 
who, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent? 11 If you 
then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven 
give good things to those who ask Him! 12 Therefore, whatever you want men to do to you, do also to them, for 
this is the Law and the Prophets.

13 “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many 
who go in by it. 14 [c]Because narrow is the gate and [d]difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who 
find it. 15 “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves. 16 
You will know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from thornbushes or figs from thistles? 17 Even so, every 
good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree 
bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Therefore by 
their fruits you will know them.

21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My 
Father in heaven. 22 Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out 
demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew 
you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’ 24 “Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does 
them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: 25 and the rain descended, the floods came, 
and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock.

26 “But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his 
house on the sand: 27 and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it 
fell. And great was its fall.” 28 And so it was, when Jesus had ended these sayings, that the people were astonished 
at His teaching, 29 for He taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.

a Matthew 7:1 Condemn
b Matthew 7:2 Condemnation
c Matthew 7:14 NU, M How narrow . . . !
d Matthew 7:14 confined

Sermon on the Mount



new laws of god’s kingdom (3)

1. Have you found Christians to be noticeably less judgmental than others?  Examples?

2. Vs. 1-6: Why are we not qualified to judge others? How does judging differ from being discerning in assessing
others?

3. Vs. 7-12: Truly, how well has the principle of “ask-seek-knock” worked for you? AFTER answering, go back and
read 6:33. Would that change your answer?

4. Why do you think Jesus’ warning about false prophets (vs. 15-20) comes right after his teaching of narrow and
wide gates (vs. 13-14)?

5. What might be the true fruits that will be evident in a true teacher/prophet? (vs. 20)

6. Note vs. 21-23: Have you ever heard or seen miracles or prophecies purported to be of God, but truly were not? 
How does one distinguish the false from the real?

7. In vs. 24-29: Jesus tells us to both “hear and do” his words. Which words from the Sermon on the Mount have
been the most striking, helpful, or convicting to you?

Saint Matthew 7 November 12, 2019



saint Matthew 8

1 When He had come down from the mountain, great multitudes followed Him. 2 And behold, a leper came and 
worshiped Him, saying, “Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean.” 3 Then Jesus put out His hand and 
touched him, saying, “I am willing; be cleansed.” Immediately his leprosy was cleansed. 4 And Jesus said to him, 
“See that you tell no one; but go your way, show yourself to the priest, and offer the gift that Moses commanded, 
as a testimony to them.” 5 Now when Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to Him, pleading with Him, 
6 saying, “Lord, my servant is lying at home paralyzed, dreadfully tormented.” 7 And Jesus said to him, “I will come 
and heal him.” 8 The centurion answered and said, “Lord, I am not worthy that You should come under my roof. But 
only speak a word, and my servant will be healed. 9 For I also am a man under authority, having soldiers under me. 
And I say to this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes; and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he 
does it.”

10 When Jesus heard it, He marveled, and said to those who followed, “Assuredly, I say to you, I have not found 
such great faith, not even in Israel! 11 And I say to you that many will come from east and west, and sit down with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. 12 But the sons of the kingdom will be cast out into outer 
darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 13 Then Jesus said to the centurion, “Go your way; and as 
you have believed, so let it be done for you.” And his servant was healed that same hour.

14 Now when Jesus had come into Peter’s house, He saw his wife’s mother lying sick with a fever. 15 So He touched 
her hand, and the fever left her. And she arose and served [a]them. 16 When evening had come, they brought to Him 
many who were demon-possessed. And He cast out the spirits with a word, and healed all who were sick, 17 that it 
might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, saying:

“He Himself took our infirmities 
And bore our sicknesses.”

18 And when Jesus saw great multitudes about Him, He gave a command to depart to the other side. 19 Then a 
certain scribe came and said to Him, “Teacher, I will follow You wherever You go.” 20 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes 
have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.” 21 Then another of His 
disciples said to Him, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” 22 But Jesus said to him, “Follow Me, and let the 
dead bury their own dead.”

23 Now when He got into a boat, His disciples followed Him. 24 And suddenly a great tempest arose on the sea, so 
that the boat was covered with the waves. But He was asleep. 25 Then His disciples came to Him and awoke Him, 
saying, “Lord, save us! We are perishing!” 26 But He said to them, “Why are you fearful, O you of little faith?” Then 
He arose and rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was a great calm. 27 So the men marveled, saying, [b]“Who 
can this be, that even the winds and the sea obey Him?”

28 When He had come to the other side, to the country of the [c]Gergesenes, there met Him two demon-possessed 
men, coming out of the tombs, exceedingly fierce, so that no one could pass that way. 29 And suddenly they cried 
out, saying, “What have we to do with You, Jesus, You Son of God? Have You come here to torment us before the 
time?” 30 Now a good way off from them there was a herd of many swine feeding. 31 So the demons begged Him, 
saying, “If You cast us out, [d]permit us to go away into the herd of swine.” 32 And He said to them, “Go.” So when 
they had come out, they went into the herd of swine. And suddenly the whole herd of swine ran violently down the 
steep place into the sea, and perished in the water. 33 Then those who kept them fled; and they went away into the 
city and told everything, including what had happened to the demon-possessed men. 34 And behold, the whole city 
came out to meet Jesus. And when they saw Him, they begged Him to depart from their region.

a Matthew 8: 15 NU, M Him
b Matthew 8: 27 Lit. What sort of man is this

c Matthew 8:28 NU Gadarenes
d Matthew 8: 31 NU send us into



the power of the king

1. Have you ever reached out to others in their time of special need—or have others ever reached out to you? Can
you give an example?

2. Vs. 1-4: What does Jesus do that others would not do in this situation? (vs. 3) What may we learn from his
approach?

3. Vs. 5-13: What makes the centurion a good role model for exercising faith?

4. In vs. 14-17: Jesus heals both apparently minor and major illnesses. Have you ever experienced physical healing
through prayer? Were others involved?

5. In vs. 18-22:  What point do you think Jesus is making about the cost of discipleship? Have you found it to be
costly to live as a Christian?

6. Vs. 23-27: Do you think Jesus was pleased or displeased when the disciples called and woke him during the storm? 
Why? How does this incident apply to us?

7. Vs. 28-34: After this wonderful miracle, why do you think the people begged Jesus to leave? Can you think of a
modern parallel to this astounding reaction?

Saint Matthew 8 November 19, 2019



possible teaching or discussion topics from St. Matthew 1-8:

Chapter 1
 The value of a Godly heritage
 Hearing God’s voice

Chapter 2
 Seeking God
 Recognizing God’s voice
 Obeying God

Chapter 3
 Repentance
 Baptism
 Being approved by God

Chapter 4
 Facing Temptation    Recognizing God’s call
 Using the Scriptures    Obeying God’s call

Chapters 5, 6, and 7 together comprise the teachings known as the Sermon on the Mount

Chapter 5:1-12
 Being poor in spirit    Showing (or receiving) Mercy
 Mourning or Grieving    Hungering for Righteousness
 Finding Comfort    Rejoicing in suffering

Chapter 5:13-48
 Being salt (or light) in our world today
 Righteousness
 Justice

Chapter 6
 Charity
 The Lord’s Prayer
 Fasting
 Trusting God

Chapter 7
 Judging others
 Spiritual fruit

Chapter 8
 Resting in Christ
 Following Christ
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