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Prayer Before Study 

Illumine our hearts, loving Master, with the pure light of Your divine knowledge, 
and open the eyes of our mind that we may comprehend the message of Your 
Gospel. Instill in us also reverence for Your blessed Commandments, so that 
having conquered sinful desires we may pursue a spiritual life, thinking and doing 
all those things that are pleasing to you. For You Christ our God are the light of our 
souls and bodies and to You we send up glory, together with Your Father who is 
without beginning and Your All-Holy, Good, and Life-giving Spirit, now and 
forever and to the ages of ages. Amen 

Prayer After Study 

Christ our God, You are the fulfillment of the Law and the Prophets. You have 
completed the divine plan of the Father. Fill our hearts with joy and gladness now 
and forever and to the ages of ages. Amen. 
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Intro to 1 and 2 Thessalonians Sept. 19, 2017  
 
 
Setting:  
 
 
 
Purpose: 

 
 
 
Specific messages of the two letters:  
1 Thess. -  
 
 
 
2 Thess: -  
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1 Thessalonians 1    New King James Version (NKJV) 

1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 

To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ: 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

2 We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in our 
prayers, 3 remembering without ceasing your work of faith, labor of love, 
and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the sight of our God and 
Father, 4 knowing, beloved brethren, your election by God. 5 For our gos-
pel did not come to you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy 
Spirit and in much assurance, as you know what kind of men we were 
among you for your sake. 
6 And you became followers of us and of the Lord, having received the 
word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became 
examples to all in Macedonia and Achaia who believe. 8 For from you the 
word of the Lord has sounded forth, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, 
but also in every place. Your faith toward God has gone out, so that we do 
not need to say anything. 9 For they themselves declare concerning us 
what manner of entry we had to you, and how you turned to God from 
idols to serve the living and true God, 10 and to wait for His Son from 
heaven, whom He raised from the dead, even Jesus who delivers us from 
the wrath to come. 
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1 - 1 Thess. 1          Greetings and Thanksgivings          Sept. 19, 2017  
 

1. From whom and to whom is the letter written, and what blessing sent with it?  
 
 
2. Vs. 2 - How often and how specifically does Paul pray for the Thessalonians? How specific are 

your prayers for others? Do you have a prayer list?  
 
 
3. Vs. 3 - What three things does Paul remember continually about these church members? Do 

you find these qualities in our church?  
 
 
4. What does the phrase “your election by God” (vs. 4) mean to you?  
 
 
5. Vs. 5 - In what ways did the gospel come to these new believers? Can you relate that to how 

you receive and understand the gospel on a continuing basis?  
 
 
6. Vs. 6-8 - What was the result to others of these people becoming Christians?  
 
 
7. Vs. 9-10 - Give a past, present, and future example of how their new faith changed their lives? 

(What did they do, are doing, and looking forward to?) Does that relate to the way we should 
live our lives as Christians?  
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1 Thessalonians 2      New King James Version (NKJV) 

2 For you yourselves know, brethren, that our coming to you was not in vain. 2 But even after 
we had suffered before and were spitefully treated at Philippi, as you know, we were bold in 
our God to speak to you the gospel of God in much conflict. 3 For our exhorta-
tion did not come from error or uncleanness, nor was it in deceit. 

4 But as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, even so we speak, not 
as pleasing men, but God who tests our hearts. 5 For neither at any time did we use flattering 
words, as you know, nor a cloak for covetousness—God is witness. 6 Nor did we seek glory 
from men, either from you or from others, when we might have made demands as apostles of 
Christ. 7 But we were gentle among you, just as a nursing mother cherishes her own chil-
dren. 8 So, affectionately longing for you, we were well pleased to impart to you not only the 
gospel of God, but also our own lives, because you had become dear to us. 9 For you remember, 
brethren, our labor and toil; for laboring night and day, that we might not be a burden to any of 
you, we preached to you the gospel of God. 
10 You are witnesses, and God also, how devoutly and justly and blamelessly we behaved our-
selves among you who believe; 11 as you know how we exhorted, and comforted, and 
charged every one of you, as a father does his own children, 12 that you would walk worthy of 
God who calls you into His own kingdom and glory. 

 
13 For this reason we also thank God without ceasing, because when you received the word of 
God which you heard from us, you welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the 
word of God, which also effectively works in you who believe. 14 For you, brethren, became 
imitators of the churches of God which are in Judea in Christ Jesus. For you also suffered the 
same things from your own countrymen, just as they did from the Judeans, 15 who killed both 
the Lord Jesus and their own prophets, and have persecuted us; and they do not please God and 
are contrary to all men, 16 forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles that they may be saved, so as 
always to fill up the measure of their sins; but wrath has come upon them to the uttermost. 

 
17 But we, brethren, having been taken away from you for a short time in presence, not in heart, 
endeavored more eagerly to see your face with great desire. 18 Therefore we wanted to come to 
you—even I, Paul, time and again—but Satan hindered us. 19 For what is our hope, or joy, or 
crown of rejoicing? Is it not even you in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His com-
ing? 20 For you are our glory and joy. 
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2 - 1 Thess. 2          Paul’s Defense of His Work          Sept. 26, 2017  
 

1. Vs. 1-2 - How had Paul been treated before coming to the Thessalonians and how did that af-
fect how he preached the gospel to them?  

 
 
2. From vs. 3-12, list at least 6 ways in which Paul did NOT preach the gospel?  

 
 
3. From the same verses, list at least 6 positive ways Paul DID spread the gospel?  

 
 
4. Can you give some negative and positive ways you have seen Christians affect others when 

they interact with them?  
 

 
 
5. Vs. 13-16 - How had these church members reacted when they first heard the gospel, and 

what had been the result from outsiders?  

 
 
6. What do you think would be the typical reaction to others in SF upon hearing one had be-

come a devoted follower of Christ?  

 
 
7. Vs. 17-20 - What is Paul’s present relationship with this new church?  
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1 Thessalonians 3      New King James Version (NKJV) 

3 Therefore, when we could no longer endure it, we thought it good to be 
left in Athens alone, 2 and sent Timothy, our brother and minister of God, 
and our fellow laborer in the gospel of Christ, to establish you and en-
courage you concerning your faith, 3 that no one should be shaken by 
these afflictions; for you yourselves know that we are appointed to 
this. 4 For, in fact, we told you before when we were with you that we 
would suffer tribulation, just as it happened, and you know. 5 For this 
reason, when I could no longer endure it, I sent to know your faith, lest 
by some means the tempter had tempted you, and our labor might be in 
vain. 
6 But now that Timothy has come to us from you, and brought us good 
news of your faith and love, and that you always have good remem-
brance of us, greatly desiring to see us, as we also to see you—
 7 therefore, brethren, in all our affliction and distress we were comforted 
concerning you by your faith. 8 For now we live, if you stand fast in the 
Lord. 
9 For what thanks can we render to God for you, for all the joy with 
which we rejoice for your sake before our God, 10 night and day praying 
exceedingly that we may see your face and perfect what is lacking in 
your faith? 
11 Now may our God and Father Himself, and our Lord Jesus Christ, di-
rect our way to you. 12 And may the Lord make you increase and abound 
in love to one another and to all, just as we do to you, 13 so that He may 
establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God and Father at 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all His saints. 
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3 - 1 Thess. 3          Timothy’s Visit and Report          Oct. 3, 2017  
 

1. Vs. 1-2 - Who is sent to Thessalonica, and why?  

 
 
2. Vs. 3 - What does Paul say should be expected in the Christian life? Do you find that to be 

true today? Will it be more likely in the future?  

 
 
3. Vs. 4-5 - What has happened to Paul since he left Thessalonica, and what is he afraid might 

have been the end result of his ministry there?  

 
 
4. Vs. 6-9 - What report did Timothy bring back, and what was Paul’s reaction?  

 
 
5. Vs. 9-10 - What two things is Paul praying continuously for?  

 
 
6. Have you heard reports of Christian work (perhaps from missionary reports, or books read, 

sermons heard, churches or religious sites visited) that have brought you encouragement?  

 
 
7. Vs. 11-13 - Name two things Paul is asking God to do in the lives of these new 
Christians. Can you share ways in which they are also at work in your life?  
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1 Thessalonians 4:1-11     New King James Version (NKJV) 

 

4 Finally then, brethren, we urge and exhort in the Lord Jesus that you 
should abound more and more, just as you received from us how you 
ought to walk and to please God; 2 for you know what commandments 
we gave you through the Lord Jesus. 
3 For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you should abstain 
from sexual immorality; 4 that each of you should know how to possess 
his own vessel in sanctification and honor, 5 not in passion of lust, like 
the Gentiles who do not know God; 6 that no one should take advantage 
of and defraud his brother in this matter, because the Lord is the avenger 
of all such, as we also forewarned you and testified. 7 For God did not 
call us to uncleanness, but in holiness. 8 Therefore he who re-
jects this does not reject man, but God, who has also given us His Holy 
Spirit. 

9 But concerning brotherly love you have no need that I should write to 
you, for you yourselves are taught by God to love one another; 10 and in-
deed you do so toward all the brethren who are in all Macedonia. But we 
urge you, brethren, that you increase more and more; 11 that you also as-
pire to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business, and to work with 
your own hands, as we commanded you, 12 that you may walk properly 
toward those who are outside, and that you may lack nothing. 

13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who 
have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if 
we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with 
Him those who sleep in Jesus. 
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4 - 1 Thess. 4:1-12          Knowing God’s Will          Oct. 10, 2017  
 

1. Vs. 1-2 - Paul reminds these new believers that they should continually grow in Christ. What 
might that look like? Is it happening in your life?  

 
 
2. Vs. 3 clearly states that “the will of God is your sanctification.” What is your understanding 

of “sanctification”?  
 
 
3. What does the command that each should “possess his own vessel in sanctification and hon-

or” (vs. 4) mean to you?  
 
 
4. Read vs. 3-8. What things will NOT be in our lives if we are truly sanctified?  
 
 
5. Note vs. 9-10. What should constantly be growing in the life of a Christian? Can you see it 

happening in your own life—or the lives of those around you?  
 
 
6. What will a life totally committed to Christ look like? (vs. 11-12). Does that sound like fun? 

Does it sound like you?  
 
 
7. Who do you know that seems to exemplify the life described in vs. 11-12?  
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1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11     New King James Version (NKJV) 

13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who 
have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if 
we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with 
Him those who sleep in Jesus.[a] 

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are 
alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede 
those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. 
And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain 
shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in 
the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort 
one another with these words. 

5 But concerning the times and the seasons, brethren, you have no need 
that I should write to you. 2 For you yourselves know perfectly that the 
day of the Lord so comes as a thief in the night. 3 For when they say, 
“Peace and safety!” then sudden destruction comes upon them, as labor 
pains upon a pregnant woman. And they shall not escape. 4 But you, 
brethren, are not in darkness, so that this Day should overtake you as a 
thief. 5 You are all sons of light and sons of the day. We are not of the 
night nor of darkness. 6 Therefore let us not sleep, as others do,but let us 
watch and be sober. 7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who 
get drunk are drunk at night. 8 But let us who are of the day be sober, put-
ting on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet the hope of sal-
vation. 9 For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us, that whether we wake 
or sleep, we should live together with Him. 
11 Therefore comfort each other and edify one another, just as you also are 
doing. 
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5 - 1 Thess. 4:13-5:11          The King is Coming!          Oct. 17, 2017  
 

1. What have you heard or been taught about how the second coming of Christ will take place?  
 
 
2. What, if anything, do these words mean to you? — Millennium, Rapture, Premillennialism, 

or A-millennialism.  
 
 
3. Read 4:13-15. What is the concern Paul is addressing, and what reassurance does he bring to 

the believers in Thessalonica?  
 
 
4. From vs. 16-18, list the events we know WILL take place immediately at the  second coming.  
 
 
5. From vs. 5:1-5, what will we definitely NOT know about the second coming? 

 
 
6. In light of the end time events, how, then, should we be living? (vs. 5:6-10)  
 
 
7. How do you feel when you hear about the end times? What was Paul’s purpose in explaining 

this? (4:13 and 5:11) Does that work for you?  
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1 Thessalonians 5:12-28      New King James Version (NKJV) 

12 And we urge you, brethren, to recognize those who labor among you, 
and are over you in the Lord and admonish you, 13 and to esteem them 
very highly in love for their work’s sake. Be at peace among yourselves. 
14 Now we exhort you, brethren, warn those who are unruly, comfort the 
fainthearted, uphold the weak, be patient with all. 15 See that no one ren-
ders evil for evil to anyone, but always pursue what is good both for your-
selves and for all. 
16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 in everything give thanks; for 
this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 
19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not despise prophecies. 21 Test all things; 
hold fast what is good. 22 Abstain from every form of evil. 
23 Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely; and may 
your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 He who calls you is faithful, who also will do it. 
25 Brethren, pray for us. 
26 Greet all the brethren with a holy kiss. 
27 I charge you by the Lord that this epistle be read to all the holy brethren. 

28 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen. 
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6 - 1 Thess. 5:12-5:28          Reminders For Christian Living          Oct. 24, 2017  
 

1. What is Paul’s reminder to us in vs. 12-13, and what are ways that could/should be carried 
out in the local congregation?  

 
 
2. State and give an example of how you have tried to carry out at least one of the reminders of 

vs. 14.  
 
 
3. Vs. 15 is a reminder of what Jesus taught in the Sermon on the Mount (see Matt. 5:44). Share 

how you have dealt with this tough command.  
 
 
4. From vs. 16-22, share one “reminder” that you personally have needed, and how you have 

dealt with it.  
 
 
5. Do you see at least some progress in your own life of the fulfillment of Paul’s prayer in vs. 23?  
 
 
6. Vs. 24 is a short statement, but look at it closely. Do you find it encouraging?  
 
 
7. Vs. 25-28 is a typical closing of one of Paul’s letters, but it is to be taken seriously. How do you 

see these reminders played out at Holy Trinity?  
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2 Thessalonians 1     New King James Version (NKJV) 

1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 

To the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ: 
2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
3 We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is fitting, be-
cause your faith grows exceedingly, and the love of every one of you all 
abounds toward each other, 4 so that we ourselves boast of you among the 
churches of God for your patience and faith in all your persecutions and 
tribulations that you endure, 5 which is manifest evidence of the righteous 
judgment of God, that you may be counted worthy of the kingdom of 
God, for which you also suffer; 6 since it is a righteous thing with God to 
repay with tribulation those who trouble you, 7 and to give you who are 
troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with 
His mighty angels, 8 in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not 
know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 9 These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the 
presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power, 10 when He comes, 
in that Day, to be glorified in His saints and to be admired among all those 
who believe, because our testimony among you was believed. 

11 Therefore we also pray always for you that our God would count you 
worthy of this calling, and fulfill all the good pleasure of His goodness 
and the work of faith with power, 12 that the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 
may be glorified in you, and you in Him, according to the grace of our 
God and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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7 - 2 Thess. 1           Righteous Suffering          Oct. 31, 2017  

 
1. What do you learn from comparing vs. 1-2 with vs. 1 of chapter 1?  
 
 
2. What is happening, good and bad, to this young church? (vs. 3-4)  
 
 
3. What does faithfulness during persecution prove, and what will God eventually do about it? 

(vs. 5-6)  
 
 
4. When Christ returns, what will He bring for the righteous faithful, and for those who are dis-

obedient to Him? (vs. 7-8)  
 
 
5. Will some truly be eternally lost and some truly eternally saved when Christ returns? (vs. 9-

10)  
 
 
6. In vs. 11, what does it mean to be counted “worthy of this calling” and to “fulfill all the pleas-

ure of His goodness”? How does that show up in your life?  
 
 
7. In vs. 12, Paul prays “that the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you.” How is 

that happening in our church and in ourselves?  
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2 Thessalonians 2      New King James Version (NKJV) 

2 Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering 
together to Him, we ask you, 2 not to be soon shaken in mind or troubled, either by 
spirit or by word or by letter, as if from us, as though the day of Christ had 
come. 3 Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless 
the falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdi-
tion, 4 who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is wor-
shiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God. 

5 Do you not remember that when I was still with you I told you these 
things? 6 And now you know what is restraining, that he may be revealed in his 
own time. 7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He who now 
restrains will do so until He is taken out of the way. 8 And then the lawless one will 
be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with the breath of His mouth and de-
stroy with the brightness of His coming. 9 The coming of the lawless one is accord-
ing to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders, 10 and with 
all unrighteous deception among those who perish, because they did not receive 
the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 11 And for this reason God will send 
them strong delusion, that they should believe the lie, 12 that they all may be con-
demned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness. 

13 But we are bound to give thanks to God always for you, brethren beloved by the 
Lord, because God from the beginning chose you for salvation through sanctifica-
tion by the Spirit and belief in the truth, 14 to which He called you by our gospel, 
for the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 15 Therefore, brethren, stand 
fast and hold the traditions which you were taught, whether by word or our epistle. 
16 Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and our God and Father, who has loved 
us and given us everlasting consolation and good hope by grace, 17 comfort your 
hearts and establish you in every good word and work. 
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8 - 2 Thess. 2          Reminders, Warnings—and Comforts          Nov. 7, 2017  
 

1. What assurance is Paul giving to this new church? What false rumor has obviously already 
spread? (vs. 1-2)  

 
 
2. What terms are used to describe the spirit of Satan who will attempt to exalt himself before 

Christ returns, and what will he do? (vs. 3-4)  
 
 
3. Has the rebellious work of Satan already started? What will be its end? (vs. 5-8)  
 
 
4. What evidences will the evil one display to show his greatness? (vs. 9-10)  
 
 
5. Note vs. 11-12. Why would God “send them strong delusions”? How can we be sure we are 

not among the deluded ones?  

 
 
6. In vs. 13-14, what terms of assurance are given to believers in Christ?  
 
 
7. What two things are we to do, and what two things will God do for us in times of intense suf-

fering? (vs. 15-17) Do you find this chapter scary or comforting?  
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2 Thessalonians 3New King James Version (NKJV) 

3 Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may 
run swiftly and be glorified, just as it is with you, 2 and that we may be de-
livered from unreasonable and wicked men; for not all have faith. 
3 But the Lord is faithful, who will establish you and guard you from the 
evil one. 4 And we have confidence in the Lord concerning you, both that 
you do and will do the things we command you. 
5 Now may the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God and into the 
patience of Christ. 
6 But we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that you withdraw from every brother who walks disorderly and not ac-
cording to the tradition which he[a] received from us. 7 For you yourselves 
know how you ought to follow us, for we were not disorderly among 
you; 8 nor did we eat anyone’s bread free of charge, but worked with labor 
and toil night and day, that we might not be a burden to any of you, 9 not 
because we do not have authority, but to make ourselves an example of 
how you should follow us. 

10 For even when we were with you, we commanded you this: If anyone 
will not work, neither shall he eat. 11 For we hear that there are some who 
walk among you in a disorderly manner, not working at all, but are busy-
bodies. 12 Now those who are such we command and exhort through our 
Lord Jesus Christ that they work in quietness and eat their own bread. 
13 But as for you, brethren, do not grow weary in doing good. 14 And if an-
yone does not obey our word in this epistle, note that person and do not 
keep company with him, that he may be ashamed. 15 Yet do not 
count him as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother. 
16 Now may the Lord of peace Himself give you peace always in every 
way. The Lord be with you all. 
17 The salutation of Paul with my own hand, which is a sign in every epis-
tle; so I write. 
18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. 
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9 - 2 Thess. 3          Reminders, Warnings—and Comforts          Nov. 14, 2017  
 
1. In closing his letter, (vs. 1-5) what comforts does Paul pray for—for both himself and for the 

faithful believers, during their times of persecution?  
 
 
2. Note vs. 6-9. What example did Paul set when he was with the young church? Are you an ex-

ample of right living to others? Is that a scary thought?  
 
 
3. How should (or how can) vs. 10-12 be implemented in a church? Should they apply to our en-

tire society?  
 
 
4. Have you ever needed the reminder of vs. 13?  
 
 
5. Have you ever tried to deal with someone on the principles of vs. 14-15? What was the result?  
 
 
6. Note vs. 16-18. What does Paul want to make sure is very clear? (See 2:2)  
 
 
7. Can you give one specific thing you have learned in this study of Thessalonians? 
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